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**GOALS AND OBJECTIVES***

The Wesley Grove Pre-Kindergarten welcomes you and gbild to our Early
Childhood Education Program. In developing our program we badeavored to
keep in mind the growth and development patterns of twee thnd four year - old
children. We hope to instill in each child a true love #arhing in our child-
centered environment. Our ultimate goal rests in theireaal nurturing of a
positive self- concept in each child.

A child learns through play. Through examination and exploratiohis or her
environment, the young child establishes the foundatiorutard attitudes, habits,
and methods of skill - building. In well-planned group exg®ces, the child will
learn:

> To share and take turns.
> To be sensitive to the needs of others.

» The art of listening and following directions.
> The art of problem solving.

We are concerned with each child as an individual. Thexeiee have developed
a flexible learning environment, which seeks to strengthen @lysiental, and
social capabilities within each child. Through loving and acogptelationships,
the young child will develop initiative and imagination, asliwas feelings of
courage and security. In his / her early years, thel ahill begin an educational
process, which, if nourished throughout life, will help hinher to become a
productive, worthwhile, and responsible person.

Wesley Grove Pre-Kindergarten is a self- supporting andpnofit part of the

Wesley Grove United Methodist Church. We do not activebselytize, but as
part of a Christian Organization, the Christian mgess incorporated into our
daily activities: We say grace at snack time, we @&:ethe Nativity at Christmas,
we sometimes sing songs which mention God, and at tirrewilivask for your

child's participation in some church activities. Nevertbglewe do welcome
children of all faiths.
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**CURRICULUM***

The curriculum of our pre-school is broad and varied teigeofor the expanding
needs of young children, but is also highly individualized. Qog@am stresses
first-hand, concrete experiences in which the child camdtate and acquire
understanding in various content areas. Learning expesiefurmis on basic
concepts — size, shape, color, hand coordination, effelisitening, left-to-right
progression, developmental tasks, and visual discrimmafpecific activities will
include language arts, numbers and sets, dramatic play &rd fine motor
activity, and opportunities to visit community resource faesites well as talk
with community helpers. Field trips are scheduled periogitlatoughout the year.

The Wesley Grove Pre-Kindergarten does celebrate lyslidach as Halloween,
Thanksgiving, Christmas., St. Valentines Day, St. Hasribay, and Easter. We
will incorporate activities related to the above mentioneldags into our daily
activities.

A typical day at Wesley Grove Pre-Kindergarten wouldude the following:

» Circle Time " Introduction of units, calendar, weatheledge to the Flag,
story-time, etc.
Activity Hour - Small group and individual instruction.
Clean Up - Required of all children!
Snack Time
Outdoor Play (Indoor play if weather does not permit outddeny. pPlease
remember that sometimes our indoor activities in thesodasn do not
always permit enough time to go outdoors everyday. We wilaicdy try,
however, it is not always possible.

YV V V V

Parent - Teacher conferences are scheduled in Novemhleeiach year to keep
parents informed of their child's progress. Of course, paremy request
additional conferences at any time. We try to fosterfte and easy flow of
information by the use of the Parents' Bulletin Boad @eriodic newsletters.

To enroll in our Pre-Kindergarten program, (2007/2008) childoerife two year

old class must be two by September 1st of the school yetdten for the three

year old class must be three by September 1st of the sgdmigland children for

the four year old class must be four by September 1steo$thool year. Please
note this change



Wesley Grove Pre-Kindergarten Handbook

***EACILITIES AND STAFE***

The classrooms of Wesley Grove Pre-Kindergarten irexfgoration by the child.
The rooms are colorful and have rugs for warmth. We haveultitude of

educational materials and equipment for use by thdreiml You will observe that
each room has various centers: blocks, books, housekeapusg;, science and
discovery, work, craft, games and displays.

Children need to spend time outdoors, free from structurdines. We have an
enclosed playground in a lovely tree - shaded area, offering oppe$ for

climbing, jumping, sand play, etc. We use the large ahinall for indoor play
during the winter months.

Our teachers are professional persons with college degiae are knowledgeable
in all areas of the curriculum for young children. Tlaeg chosen for their warmth
and concern in providing a positive experience for each chaldchers are kept up
- to - date on new ideas in pre-kindergarten educatia@udfr relevant pre-school
literature, academic courses, seminars, and workshops spdnsprthe nurture

section of the United Methodist Church. We ask that yoneraber that all people
are different, and in being different they often hatlger methods of teaching and
relating to others. You may at times see different d@ss/igoing on in classrooms
other than your child's, and this is OK! Our teachergpample too, and therefore
different in their methods and ways of teaching!

Each teacher is assisted by an aide. This allows uaittam an appropriate adult-
child ratio. Aids are chosen on the basis of prior pre-dcloooelementary
experience, and team-working abilities. Like our teaghtwesy are encouraged to
update their skills and ideas through workshops, etc. Thelish&b adult-child
ratio allows substantial opportunity for individual instruatio
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*+CALENDAR***

Wesley Grove Pre-Kindergarten follows the same caleadaihe Anne Arundel
County School System, however, at times we will make exaepsuch as: final
closing dates of the school, teacher workdays, and resignmlidays. You will

receive a Wesley Grove 'Tentative Calendar" for timakyear. Every month we
will send home a class calendar and also post it on dhenfs Bulletin Board.
Please check your child's individual class calendar eaxtth.

*PROCEDURES FOR INCLEMENT WEATHER**

We will follow the decisions of the Anne Arundel County &als. If we decide
otherwise, your child's teacher will contact you by m#oA detailed letter on
inclement weather will go home the beginning of December.

We do not follow Anne Arundel County for "heat" closings. Our schedir-
conditioned.

***PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT***

We actively encourage parents to participate in the difaVesley Grove Pre-
Kindergarten. Special projects, parties, and presentatemsre additional help,
and we welcome volunteers. Sign-up sheets for parties gtedoon the Parent's
Bulletin Board.

Parents are welcome to visit their child's classydéi would like to spend a
morning at school, contact the teacher in advance to rask@&gements for a
mutually convenient day. If you wish to discuss any probéenconcern, please
call the director to arrange a conference.

Please notify your child's teacher of any changes inlyarautine due to death,
separation, parent on extended business trip, divorce, possimves,

hospitalization of family members, or any other situatdmch might impact your
child. This information is extremely helpful to the teacimerelating to your child,

and sensitive news will, of course, be held in striatesfidence.
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**+DISCIPLINE***

The concept of discipline is very important to the smaatining of any school. It
IS essential to a learning atmosphere. We do not givehileea long list of "DO'S"

and "DON'TS", but we do insist on certain standards ofaweh sharing,

obedience to instructions, class cooperation, and resgregtdperty, teachers, and
other classmates. When a child is uncooperative, he issrequired to sit in a
chair for "time out" until he / she modifies his / hemhaeior. We do not use
corporal punishment, but if the child's behavior cannot be neddiparents are
informed and encouraged to take steps to remedy the aitudtithe behavior

remains consistently unmodified, the parents will be dhigkeremove their child

from the program.

When a child first starts in our program, it is not unowon for crying and balking
to occur. That is not normally considered a discipline gmoblbut of course it is
disturbing for all concerned. Usually it is best to alldw teacher and aide to cope
with the child and settle him / her into the class rautin

***DRESS***

Parents should dress their children in comfortable, WABLEE clothing. Shoes
should be of the rubber-soled type, to facilitate jumpaignbing, running, etc.,
during play - time. Please remember to send gloves ornsifta cold weather.
For all our children a backpack is required as craft iteetsers, etc., are sent
home daily. Three and four year old children MUST BE CQEPELY POTTY-
TRAINED BEFORE they enter the pre-school. Two-yeargiddren do not have
to be completely potty trained; however we encourage efforgsart training and
will do the same at school. Our two-year-old children ninaste 2 diaper/pull up
changes, sanitary wipes, and a clothing change inside their backaase label
all children's clothing, (2, 3 and 4 year olds) coats, hask-bags, etc. with their
first and last names.
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*oxLL NESS***

If your child shows signs of a cold, elevated temperaturgeoerally feels unwell,
please keep him / her home until he / she feels betterchild should have NO
fever for 24 hours (without medication) before returning ¢dbosl. We have to
consider the other children in our program. Also, pleas#sadus if your child
contacts a contagious disease. If your child is absen¢ than two days, please
notify us, as we do worry.

*+EIELD TRIPS***

Field trips are an important part of our curriculum. Eabhd must have a parent
or other responsible adult accompany it on these pre-agdnpgs.

**MONEYFOR SPECIAL EVENTS***

When you send money into school via your child for field trgdass pictures, etc.,
please put the correct amount (cash if noted) into anee/avith the child's name
on front. (Checks are not always acceptable) Your chidisher or aide check
backpacks daily. Please note that tuition payments should bEO3ent in your
child's book bag, or handed to teachers or aides. (Tuition paystenikl be paid
by check or money order.) There is a tuition box whera ynay place your
payments, or you can mail them directly to our treas@ar.treasurer's address is
located on page 8 of this handbook.



Wesley Grove Pre-Kindergarten Handbook

***REGISTRATION AND TUITION***

FEES:

Registration:
(Non-Refundable) PER YEAR, PER CHILD
2"Day'2's, 2 Day 3's, 3 Day 3's, 3 Day 4's and 5 Day 4's

No reduction for 2nd child................ ... $35.00

Tuition for 2 Day 2's class per month.......... $125.00
Tuition for 2 Day 3's class per month........ $125-00
Tuition for 3 Day 3's class per month.......... $145.00

2-Day 2's classes are Tuesday and Thursday, AM & PM
2-Day. 3's classes are Tuesday and Thursday, AM & PMegidsd)
3-Day 3's classes are Monday, Wednesday and Friday, AMI & P

Times are : *AM - 9:00to 11:30
*PM-12:15 to 2:45

Tuition for 3 day 4's class, per month....... $145.00

Tuition for 5 day 4's class, per month....... $185.00

3-Day 4's classes are Monday, Wednesday & Friday AM & PM.
5-Day 4's class is Monday through Friday, AM only.

Times are: *AM - 9:00 to 11:30
*PM-12:15 to 2:45

Late pick-up fee (after 2 late pick-ups)...... $15.00
(WHICH WILL BE ENFORCED)

*Times are subject to change by approximately 15 minutbsreivay. In case of a
time change, you will be notified as soon as possible.

Any returned checks will require a $25.00 fee to cover expemsasquire from
our bank and accountant.

Parents who enroll two children in the same school year ¢ne childTme3's and
one child in the 4's) receive a 25 discount on the youwtgkl's tuition.
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The tuition covers all materials and supplies and semaeks. Parents are asked to
bring snack for their child's class once a month. Snaghk-1g sheets will be
posted on the bulletin board. Parents who do help by bringingksralso help us
to keep our tuition costs down. There will be a $10.00 per chilfilét00 per
family snack fee per year to cover some of the perighabhcks that we must
provide. Tuition is due on the 1st of the month. The fs@yment of the school
year is due at registration, (the second payment iodugugust 1st, the 3rd due
on September 1st, etc...) with the final payment due MartHdrsa total of nine
payments.

A grace period is extended, when necessary, until the IQtleamonth. Tuition
checks received after the 10th of the month are sulgjectate charge of $ 10.00.

At registration, you will receive a tuition payment bookl®iease enclose a
payment coupon, properly filled out, with EACH tuition paytne(Otherwise,
things can get very confusing!!) It would be appreciated ipaliments are made
by check. You may send checks (no cash) with coupon to:

Mrs. Nancy Murphy

3139 Blackberry Lane

Prince Frederick, MD 20678
410-586-8790

If tuition payments are to be made in cash, they may beduhto the Director, but
teachers and aides are NOT authorized to accept payméats. i$ a Tuition Box,
where you may safely deposit your payment. Wesley Greserves the right to
request withdrawal of any child whose tuition is 30 dayarnears. If you are in
arrears of 30 days or more, your child will not be able ttigyaate in graduation
ceremonies or end of year picnics.
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***TUITION REIMBURSEMENT***

The first month's tuition is due at registration with $85.00 registration fee. The
first month's tuition and registration fee are NON-RERUMBLE DOLLARS.
This money will NOT be refunded for any reason. If yourld needs to be
withdrawn from our program, a two week notification is dexk If there is no
notification of withdrawal, you will be responsible ftre entire month's tuition,
We will gladly refund tuition for unattended months of schpalyfnents 2 through
9) if you are transferred or moving, but notification mustgiven.

**REGISTRATION***

Yearly registration takes place in March, on a datebgethe Pre-k Committee.
The number of classes and the class assignments are denidlee basis of the
number of children registered. Vacancies that occur duriagear will be filled
on a waiting list basis.

**CHECKLIST FOR REGISTRATION***

You will need—

> A photocopy of your child's birth certificate.

» The Registration form.

» Signed form that Registration Fee & First month's tuiios non-
refundable.
Our Information Sheet, both sides, completely filled out.
Our Emergency Form, both sides, completely filled out.
Making The Difference For Your Child clip-off.
The "ALL ABOUT ME" Form, both sides, completely filledib
The $35.00 Registration fee and the first month's tuition.

YVVVVY

The registration fee and first month's tuition are NORBFRINDABLE in the case
of withdrawal.

**Prior to school starting in September, we will need a cletepl lead test form,
immunization record and health inventory. All of thesem® must be completed
by your physician and received by Wesley Grove beforebtginning of the
school year.

10
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**TEACHER - PARENT - CHILD***
**ORIENTATION***

Parents will be contacted by their child's teachesrga starting school to arrange
a mandatory parent - child - teacher orientation / confeteflais will be the last
week or so in August. This conference will last approximaiggnty minutes and
you and your child have the opportunity to meet your childsheraand aide.

*** ICENSE***

Wesley Grove Pre-Kindergarten is licensed by the Sthitdaryland, Department
of Human Resources Child Care Administration.

o+ TRAINING***

The staff at Wesley Grove is certified in both CRi® 8asis First Aid.

11
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**SOME FREQUENTLYASKED QUESTIONS***
*ABOUT WESLEY GROVE PRE-KINDERGARTEN*

HOW LONG HAS WESLEY GROVE PRE-KINDERGARTEN BEEN
IN OPERATION?

We will be entering our 30th year of educating young children
WHAT IS YOUR ENROLLMENT LIMIT?

We can accommodate 140 children, assuming the classevidezidimongst 2, 3,
and 4-year-old children. Limiting factors are, of course, staff levels, which we
assess for the next school year after every regatrdtive.

DO | HAVE TO BE A MEMBER OF WESLEY GROVE CHURCH IN
ORDER FOR MY CHILD TO ATTEND?

No, definitely not. But it is policy that if we ever haaewaiting list situation after
Open Registration, first consideration is given to churchmbes, returning
pupils, and siblings.

MAY | COME AND LOOK AT YOUR FACILITIES?

By all means - YES!! We are here to serve the commuaity consider the time
well spent in showing you around, especially if this isiryérst time as a pre-
school parent. Please call ahead to be sure the Dindtdoe available to show
you around and answer any questions you may have.
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